
Requests 



and Bob Woodward 

Washington Post Staff Writers 


During the last days of 
Richard Nixon’s presidency, 
former White House aides 
H. R. Haldeman and John 
D. Ehrlichman conveyed to 
him urgent requests that 
they be granted presidential 
pax-dons, accoi'ding to in- 
formed sources. 

Both pardon requests 
were rejected, and well- 
placed sources said that Mr. 
Nixon deeply resented the 
tone and character of the 
pleas by his two former 
deputies. 

According to the sources, 
Mr. Nixon was particularly 
resentful about the strenu- 
ous nature' of Haldeman’s 
request which was describ- 
ed by one knowledgeable 
source as “threatening” and 
by another as being tanta- 
mount to blackmail. 

Both Haldeman and Ehr- 
lichman are scheduled to go 
on trial with four other de- 
fendants on Sept. SO in the 
Watergate cover-up case. 
Ehrlichman already faces a 
jail term of 20 months to 
five years for his conviction 
on charges related to the 
bx-eak-in at the Office of 
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia- 
trist. 


by Nixon 



H. R. (BOB) HALDEMAN 


. . . telephone call 

Haldemah’s attorney John 
J. Wilson, said yesterday 
that he was unaware of any 
requests that Haldeman 
might have made . for a par- 
don. “I don’t deny it, how 
ever,” he said. 

. Concerning the allegation 
that Haldeman’s pardon re- 
quest had a threatening 
tone, Wilson said, “I don’t 
believe this. 

“If nay man has been 
kindly disposed to a man 
who got him in trouble, it is 
Bob’s disposition toward 
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Nixon ... He hits had a gen- 
erous and kindly attitude” 
toward the former Presi- 
dent, Wilson said. 

Neither Ehrlichman nor 
his attorney could be 
reached for core ment' yester- 
day. 

Informed sc urces said 
that members of President 
Ford’s legal steff and Spe- 
cial Watergate Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski are aware 
that Haldeman and Ehrlich- 
man requeste i pardons 
from former President 
Nixon. ) 

A White House official 
said those requests played 
no part in President Ford’s 
granting of a pardon to Mr. 
Nixon or the subsequent 
consideration ' ;o granting 
pardons to others charged 
with Watergate related of- 
fenses. 

Haldeman ini rally made 
his plea for a pardon in a 
telephone call to White 
House chief of s ;aff Alexan- 
der Haig within the last 48 
hours of the Nixon presi- 
dency, according to the 
sources. Haig, ihe sources 
said, became so i ipset by the 
call that he refused to con- 
tinue to talk tc Haldeman 
until a White Hi >use lawyer 
came on the line to listen to 
the conversation. 

According to one source, 
the implication of Halde- 
mah’s message Id Haig was 
that “he’d send Nixon to jail 
if he d 

dn’t get a pardon.” 

A high-level White House 
source insisted yesterday 
that Haldeman made no 
such direct three t and that 
“everything was strictly ac- 


cording to Hoyle.” The ! 
same source agreed, how- j 
ever, that Haldeman’s call ! 
was regarded by both Haig 
and Mr. Nixon as amounting ; 
to an implicit blackmail de- 
mand. 

Haldeman conveyed the i 
impression he was seeking 
pardons for both himself 
and Ehrlichman, according 
to this source, and later 
made a similar pardon re- 
quest through another un- 
named person. 

Ehrlichman, meanwhile, 
conveyed a separate pardon 
request on his own behalf 
through a member of the 
Nixon family, according to 
informed sources. That re- 
quest also came during the 
last days of the Nixon presi- 
dency, they said. 

The individual requests 
seeking pardons for both 
men reached Mr. Nixon dur- 
ing the period when his own j 
decision to resign had be- j 
come all but final, according 1 
to the sources, and he an- 
grily rejected each of the 
pleas. 

According to several 
sources, Haig also person- 
ally said Haldeman’s re- 
quest was “out of the ques- 
tion” before passing it on to 
Mr. Nixon. One of the. 
sources said Haig did so be- 
cause he feared that Mr. , 
Nixon — then on the brink of 
resignation and contemplat- 
ing the possibility of his 
own prosecution after leav- 
ing office — would be 
tempted to accede to Halde- 
man’s request. ^ 

Haig and James D. St. 
Clair, then Mr. Nixon’s chief 
White House counsel, were 
so distressed by Haldeman’s 
request that Haig decided to 
inform Special Prosecutor 
Jaworski of the matter, ac- 
cording to several sources. 

“They wanted to make 
sure there was no misunder- 
standing,” one of the 
sources said. Haig and St. 
Clair, he explained, were 
concerned that a situation 
could develop similar to the 
one in 1972-73 when Water- 
gate conspirator E. Howard 
Hund Jr. demanded execu- 
tive clemency from the 
White House. Hunt’s de- 
mands for clemency and the 
payment of large sums of 
Nixon campaign money re- 
turn for his silence were 
major elements of the 
Watergare cover-up. 

“They felt like it was hap- : 
pening all over again,” one j 
well-informed source said 
yesterday. 


